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BOLTORIAL 
by Hal Nason 


Welcone to the latest edition of BRACBBITS. ‘The first ordez 
of business is to thank Dan for doing such a great job as the 
president of B.R.A.C.8. Good luck in the future, Dan. 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR EPPORTS AS 
PRESIDENT OF B.R.A.C.B.!! 


the next order of business is to welcome Phil to the office 
of president of B.R.A.C.E. aad Pat as our nev librarian. I's 
looking forward to the new directions that Phil's leadership 
vill take us. Let's give hin all the support we can and sake 
his job a little easier. Both Phil and 1 would like to see 
the members of B.R.A.C.B. become more active and vill be 
asking for your help in the future make some new projects a 
big success in the near futare. Stay tuned for nore details 
later. 


Again, I want to welcome Pat as our new librarian and ask for 
your cooperation and understanding while she gets the library 
set up the way that works best for her in order that she nay 
serve you in the best possible manner. 


The topic of this months BRACRBITS is Graphics. ‘The last 
issue of BRACEBITS had no graphics at all in the editorial 
part of the newsletter. fhe only graphics were in the 
pasthead. This vas the fizst tine that this has happened. 
The editors did not hear any comnents on this, elther pro or 
con. I have a preference for a nixture of pictures and text. 
The Editors would really appreciate it if yoo would Jet us 
Know how you feel about this. BRACEBITS is your newsletter 
and ve would like for it to be as enjoyable and helpful to 
you as we can make it be. Graphics related topics covered 
this nonth will be Touch Tablets and a review of the Graphics 
program MAGNIPRINT IIt. 


I vould like to poblicly thank the Panasonic [ndustrial 
Company for their prompt attention to solving the problem 1 
was having with py printer. I was having a problem printing 
out greeting cards with PRINT SBOP by Broderbund. A recent 
letter in ANALOG Magazine appeared detailing the sane 
problem. The person was able to get a new BOM chip fron 
Panasonic which solved the problex. Upon hearing about this, 
I gave Panasonic a call to their toll free customer service 
number. The first person I talked to was familiar with the 
problem and was able to order to repair ROM kit for me. The 
kit vas sent to me at no charge to me. It had complete and 
easy to follow instructions on how to identify, take out and 
replace the offending ROM chip. In no time at all the 
printer vas back in service. I now can fully utilize PRINT 
SHOP. This was the only problem I have had with an othervise 
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fantastic printer. Again, 1 commend Panasonic for their proapt, 
courteous, and efficient service and give the Panasonic Priater 
mode! KI-P1080i my highest rating and recomnendation. 


DISCLAIHER 


BRACEBITS is published monthly by B.R.A.C.E. (Bluegrass Region 
Atari Computer Enthusiasts). All contents, unless othervise 
noted, are public domain and available for duplication. This 
newsletter is created by and for dues paying members of 
B.R.A.C.B. It is also available on an exchange basis with any 
other Atari users group. Neither B.R.A.C.E. nor BRACE BITS is 
affiliated with the Atari Corp.. Atari and the FUJI sysbol are 
registered tradenarks of Atari Corp. Any reference to any 
tradenark should be so noted and is acknowledged. The articles 
in this newsletter are the opinions of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect that of the officers or the group. 


Any dues paying nember of B.R.A.C.E. may subnit an article to 
the editor for publication. ‘The deadline for subsissions is the 
first tuesday of the month the newsletter is due out. Articles 
nay be edited and/or published at the descretion of the editor. 
Articles nay be mailed to Hal Nason, 258 8. High St. 19, 
Lexington, KY 40508 or submitted via noden to pe at 
606-255-5989. You will need to call ne first in order to 
arrange a tine for me to have my good ol’ Atari set ap for auto 
answer. AtariWriter is the preferable format, but any ASCII 
fornat will be acceptable. 


B.R.A.C.B. neets the third fuesday of the month at 7:00 P.H. 
the site of the meeting each month will be room MH 263 in the 
University of Kentucky Hedical Center. The public is welcone to 
attend our aeetings, but access to the Iibrary and the 
newsletter are linited to dues paying members of B.R.A.C.E. 
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PEBSIDBNTIAL SUITE 
by Phillip tayloz 


Hello folks, as your new president I do hereby pronise..., 
had you vorried there didc't I. Well I am proud to be your 
new president. If you were not at the last meeting, Daa 
Claudy has regretfully resigned as your president due to an 
equipment change so onti: the next reqular election, in the 
October meeting, I wil! be your new president. Also, Hal 
Nason, your editor of BRACEBITS has been elected as your nev 
Vice President. Having kad experience working with Hal, I an 
sure he will perform adzizably in his new capacity. Also, 
Pat Danridge was appointee as the Librarian to assist the 
club in this important pesition. faving had the library I 
know that this is a tougt job and wish her all the lock in 
the vorld with this task. 


I do have one thing I vocld like te assure the group about. 
the next few meeting I vill try and de-eaphasize money and 
fund raising and get back to learning and exploring the 
ATARI. I think that all of os need a break fron fiscal 
matters for awhile. kis is not to say that 1 don't think 
that fiscal matters are important. Let's face It, without a 
certain amount of funding, ve would not be able to bring yoo 
“BRACEBITS, “buy -door-prizes aad-do-the other things that- the- 
group wants to do. Rowever J thiok that the main goal of our 
group is to enjoy ATARI computing and it is my hope to focus 
on this. 


Having said this about money, I will now recap the BBS idea 
and then let it sinmer fer a while. 


We decided at our last aeeting to have a vote on how ve vant 
to fund our BBS, what type of system we wanted to go with and 
when ve vanted to try and get it running. We made a 
preliminary decision te gc with an 8 bit system since the 
possibility of getting donated hardware was greater this vay. 
The system breaks down as follovs: 


1. ATARI 1301Z =—:100..00 
2, 21050 drives 250.00 
3. 11020 pritter 30.00 


4, 1.1200 bd usden 90,00 
5. P:R: connection 80.00 


6. Line Instal:. 60.00 
1. Software 40.00 
8. Monitor 70.08 
Initial Cost 720.00 


the yearly cost of malotaining the syster would be: 
1. Phone Line 240.00 
2. Misc. Supplies 50.00 
3. Mag. Subscript. 100,00 
Yearly Cost 390.00 
Initial Cost 720,00 


TOTAL COST+] Year 1116.00 


We discussed raffling off an S7 system in the fall to raise the 
funding for this systes, having a car wash, and other aethods of 
getting noney. 


Ve will vote on the system at Tuesdays meeting and vote on the 
method or nethods for raising the fonds. fhis will hopefully be 
the only tine we discuss fund raising at this meeting. 


Also the officers will present a few new plans for the group for 
the coming year at this next meeting. Some of things we have 
been kicking around is a computer camp for beginning compoter 
enthusiasts, a beefed-op publicity canpaign, and involverent in 
an Atarifest. To be successful at any of these activities, ve 
need your Input and help. 1 hope to see you all at the next 
meeting and look forward to hearing what you want for this 
group. 


LIBRARY BITS 
by Patricia E. Danridge 


After some perusing of the BRACE library, I can only hope that 
we-will -have-aore and-varied things from everyone. Suzely,- you 
guys and gals out there have quite a variety of interests and 
specialities which are not reflected in the library! Let's see 
nore of the things which you do best! Programmers, cone out, 
come out wherever you are! Those of you who have cone up vith. 
unique uses of the peblic domain info, I want to hear from you! 
Donate! Donate! Donate! 


As concerns newsletters from other groups, Dan Claady has 
donated over a year’s worth of CIN'TARI's newsletters. CIN’TARI 
looks to be a really big group. Who knows, if BRACE senbers 
were planning to go to Coloabus to do sose shopping on a 
Saturday, it might be worth our while to stop by one of their 
Saturday meetings. Definitely worth skipming through, the 
nevsletters, that-is. 


In the something nice and different department, Norma Willians 
donated sone susic disks, notably AMS Music Files, POKEY MUSIC 
with POKEY PLAYER, and Movie Gold These Songs. I ran some of 
the songs on the AMS disk, and they looked to be pretty 
interesting, mellow and relaxing at the least. Enjoy! 


Oh, yes, before I forget, thanks to BRACE members for the vote 
of confidence. I look forward to serving the remainder of the 
year as your librarian. If you have any ideas on how we night 
improve the library, please let me or any of the officers know. 


MAGNIPRINT [1+ REVIEY 
by Hal Nason 


MAGHIPRINT II+ by Alpha Systems {13 a Graphics Utility 
program. This program prints all Atari graphics and text 
nodes (including modes 8,9, ANTIC mode 8), allows for 
nultiple size printing, prints selected areas of the picture, 
prints horizontally oz vertically, in inverse or normal 
print, and poster size printing. It also offers a small size 
quick print option, a touch-up mode to change pictures, color 
rotation for visual effects, and conversion to 
MICROILLUSTRATOR FORMAT from the following programs: Paint, 
Fun With Art, B/Graph, Graphic Master, Super sketch, Strip 
Poker, Movie Maker (Background), Graphics Magician, Atari 
Graphics Light Pen, Print Shop (except for the Print Shop 
Master Disk), Syngraph, and Computer Byes. MAGNIPRINT II+ is 
the only printing program fully compatible with Computer 
Byes. It has the capability to load alternate character sets 
and to load and save pictures in MICROILLUSTRATOR format. 


I have found the program to be relatively easy to use and 
well documented. It does come with a reference card for 
quick access to the nost often used commands. The program 
works with all Epson, Panasonic, CItoh, Wec, Stax (Genini), 
or other compatible printers. NOTE: some new printers use a 
different spacing mode than earlier printers, making it 
necessary to remove the write protect tab from the MAGNIPRINT 
II+ disk, and press "S* to enter the Spacing node., then to 
press "EB" to turn the "BXPANDED" option on. This will tuza 
the EXPANDED mode on automatically upon boot-up. 


As nentioned previously, one can print out graphics with 
MAGHIPRINT II+ from just about any possible source. Of 
course, one can print out pictures from either a Koala Pad or 
the Atari Touch Tablet by loading them directly into 
MAGHIPRINT II+ without the need for conversion. Just choose 
option 1 to print pictures drawn with either of these touch 
tablets. If you want to print out a conventional picture 
just type in ¥, followed by a number from 1-8 (with 1 being 
the smallest picture and § being the largest). Then just 
press START and you are in business, unless you are printing 
out in Graphics mode 8. If you are printing in Graphics mode. 
EB, you can change the gray shading for each of the 4 color 
registers to one of 4 different shades from black to white; 
thus, resulting in a choice of 16 possible shades, since 
overlapping occurs in different sections of the picture. The 
illustrations in this issue of BRACEBITS were printed out 
using MAGNIPRINT II+. The picture of the woman is from the 
STRIP POKER game, since this is a G rated newsletter, I chose 
to print the starting picture of one of your possible 
opponents. The other pictures were drayn ona touch tablet 
and vere downloaded from the MISSING LINK several months ago. 
All of the pictures were photocopied and reduced in size, 
since the smallest size is still wider than our column width 
of slightly less than half the width of the paper. The 
actual width of the picture is about 2/3 of the width of the 
paper, while size option 2 prints out pictures the full width 
of a standard 80 column printers page. So, you can see that 


if you choose to use size options 3-8, that you will be printing 
a portion of the picture. Of course, by moving the cursors 
around, you are the one who chooses which part of the picture is 
printed. 


I vould like to mention the addition of text to the picture in 
more detail at this time. If you ever wanted to add text to a 
touch tablet drawing of yours, this program will let you do it. 
You can use the standard Atari Character Set or flip the disk 
over and choose from 5 optional Character Sets. [t should be 
noted that the text is not always legible in graphics node & due 
to color artifacting, but is always printed correctly in 
qraphics mode §. Also, you can load in more than one Character 
Set at a time and toggle between character sets by use of the 
RSCAPE key. One last warning, once a character is written to 
your picture, the picture data underneath it is lost, so plan 
your work carefully. Saving your work often during text 
addition may save you a lot of time and grief. 


Another feature I haven't mentioned yet, is the Print All 
option. Using this option you can print any screen on your 
printer. This option allows the printing of your programs or 
files just the same as they appear on your screen, incloding 
INVERSE and ATARI GRAPHICS CHARACTERS. Below you will find a 
short print out of some Atari Graphics Characters. In order to 
do this, you do have to save the program or file to disk using 
the LIST command. If you have already saved the file to disk 
using the SAVE command, just load the file into your computer 
and then save it using the LIST conaand. Orint All gives you 
your choice of Normal (Pica) print or Condensed print (17 cpl). 


I have found MAGNIPRINT II+ to be a great program. The Print 
All feature alone makes it a very desirable progran. Not to 
mention the fact that MAGNIPRINT I[+ allows you to have hard 
copy of just about any format of picture available to the 68-bit 
Atari computer line. I give this program ny highest praise and 
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Touch Tablet Fever 
By Phillip G. Taylor 
Have you ever tried to draw a picture on your Atari? Four 
ways come to ay mind: 
1, Program it 
2. Draw it with a joystick 
3. Use a light pen. 
4, Use a touch tablet 


I have tried all four and have come to the conclusion that 
the touch tablet is the easiest way to draw. 


The nain advantage of using a touch tablet over programing 
the picture with a programing language is the ease of getting 
details into the picture and being able to see the picture 
while it is being worked on. Anyone who has programmed 
pictures or graphic displays on the Atari will understand 
that while the Atari is one of the easiest computers to 
program graphics into, you still must tell the computer 
exactly where you want each pixel to be placed and how you 
want to place it and what color you vant it to be. fhe touch 
tablets allow a nore user friendly interface with specialized 
software designed especially to draw pictures (whew, what a 
nouthful). What this means in layman's terms is that using a 
touch tablet is easier. 


the touch tablet is basically a pad that plugs into a 
joystick port and lets a user use either a stylus, their 
finger or other similar object to drav on it. The pad then 
translates those coordinates to the computer which in turn 
displays those patterns to the screen. It is easy to see how 
this would be an advantage over a joystick. You do not hold 
a joystick or move it like a pencil or pen. This means that 
the results of such an endeavor is either a real lousy 
picture or painful cramping in your hand, I have never beea 
happy with my results from a Joystick operated draving 
program. They all look like box houses or the scrawlings of 
a 2 year old. 


With the touch tablet however, I have been happy enough with 
ny results to send them out to my family as the art work 
enhancing a family reunion invitation. Ever try to draw a 
ham vith a joystick? 


the advantage of the touch tablet over the light pen is that 
drawing on the screen of a monitor is awkward and less 
natural than drawing on ny computer table. After all, unless 
you are a painter or graffiti artist, it is harder to draw on 
vertical surfaces than on horizontal surfaces. Also, I have 
found that the light pens for the Atari are less accurate 
than touch tablets and therefore harder to work with. 


Two types of touch tablets are on the market for the 8 bit 


Ataris, the Atari Touch Tablet and the Koala Pad. Both {tens 
use similar software, in fact the pictures generated with one 
pad can be loaded into and edited vith the other. The Atari 
Touch Tablet has a rom cartridge with it called Atari Artist. 
the Koala Pad has Micro Illustrator software on disk. Each pad 
has a stylus but the Atari pad has the stylus attached to the 
pad. The Koala pad's stylus is not attached so it nay get lost. 


Both Micro Illustrator and Atari Artist have an icon based menu 
that allows full interaction between the pad and the menu. This 
means that you can select menu items without using the keyboard. 
In fact the only thing you need to use the keyboard for is to 
name the file you wish to save your picture to. fhe software 
allows you to draw circles, boxes, rays, lines, disks and 
rectangles. It also allows you to fill in a space, change 
colors, magnify a particular section of your screen for detailed 
work and just draw freehand. 


If you get a touch tablet and are not happy with the software 
you get with it, several third party software companies make 
prograns that are compatible with both the Koala pad and the 
Atari pad. The one that cones to ay mind is RAMbrandt, that is 
offered through THE CATALOG by Antic. Touch tablets are also 
programable If you know the proper peeks and pokes. Koala pad 
offers some ways for the programmer to begin to program the pad 
for his or her own programs. The Atari pad does not have this 
information with the pad but I am sure that the memory locations 
will be similar. 


I have been much happier with my graphic results since getting 
ny Atari pad. I encourage anyone who is interested in graphics 


and art to get one. Right now, the pads are generally at a 
bargain price through mail order. You may want to get one soon 
because I think that Atari and Koala are no longer aaking them 
so you ought to get them while they last. 
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B.R.A.C.E. Minutes 
May 19, 1987 


the meeting opened with the selling of raffle tickets and 
renewal subscriptions for members. Also a treasury report was 
givin. The club made a total of $95.00 on this months raffle. 


Next came a mail report from Phillip Taylor. We received a new 
St Log with a disk this month. 


the newletter report cane from Hal Nason. He informed us that B 
& C Computer Visions donated a 1030 Modem in return for the 
advertisement in last months Bracebits. 


Phillip Taylor took the stand again and discussed hov we could 
possibly raise enough money so that B.R.A.C.B. could have their 
own bulletin board system. He explained how ve could possibly 
taise enough money by having a raffle and giving away a complete 
ST computer system. Hopefully this would make enough money to 
either buy an ST system or maybe an Atari 8-bit system for the 
club's bulletin board. 


Phillip Taylor also gave a library report. Donations this nonth 
were three music disk. Two of the three disk were songs entered 
using the AMS editor and the other dist had songs entered using 
the Pokey Music System. Also annoanced earlier was a new ST Log 
with disk. 


Phillip Taylor read a letter received from our president, Dan 
Claudy, which explained why he needed to resign as of May 19, 
1987. Dan has purchased a new HS DOS system and will no longer 
have access to an Atari computer. Dan will be missed by all. 
My thanks goes to Dan for getting our club off to a wonderful 
start. 


Qur new president will be Phillip taylor and our new vice 
my resident will be Hal Hason with assistance from Pat Dandridge 
m as librarian. 


Qur raffle tickets were turned in and a non member of the club 
picked the winner to be Bob Villiams. With permission from the 


officers, Bob Williams received $50.00 in cash instead of any of 
the choices available. 


The meeting ended with check outs from the library. 
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COME TO THE NEXT MEETING OF B-R-A.C.-E. 
PIPES DAG... JUNE. 6, L987 AT. 7200 P.M. 
UK MEDICAL CENTER ROOM MN 263 


